
Standardized testing for graduates of 2021 
 
The role of standardized testing for this year’s seniors look very different 
from years past. Many schools, if not most, are now in the category of Test 
Optional or Test Flexible. The list is ever growing as colleges recognize the 
challenges of being able to complete a standardized test during this 
pandemic.  
 
What is Test Optional? 
When a college or university is “test-optional,” it means that they don’t 
require SAT or ACT scores from applicants in order to be considered for 
admission. In the case of test-optional admissions the holistic review 
process becomes more focused on academic performance and students’ 
goals and who they are as a person or potential student in their college 
community. Test-optional policies give college applicants the choice of 
whether or not to submit their standardized test scores (ACT or SAT) with 
their application for admission. This includes UC schools for fall 2021 and 
fall 2022 enrollment 
 
What is Test Flexible? 
Not all colleges with varying testing requirements are truly “test-optional.” 
Many are considered “test-flexible,” which means that they may require 
certain test scores from certain applicants, or that even though test scores 
are required as part of the application they’re not weighed as heavily the 
application evaluation process. Examples include requiring SAT or ACT 
scores for out-of-state applicants, certain majors within the college or 
university, certain scholarships or if a minimum GPA isn’t met. 
 

Please make sure you do your research for each school on your college list, 
as there is variation. For a current list of test optional schools for this 
application year 20/21, go to fairtest.org.  
 

In addition, many schools may be able to accept test scores from later 
dates, potentially a December or January test, if able to test by then, and if 
you choose to take a test. I’m happy to talk through any concerns you may 
have around these issues, as well as connect students to college 
representatives from your list of schools for specific guidance when able.  
 

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements/exam-requirement/
https://fairtest.org/university/optional

